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_     I  The  simple  incident  of  my  having  brought  from  Chicago,  in   1867,  two  photographic  negatives  of  Abraham 

*>nm:L--  Lincoln,  fortunately  preserved  what  are  now  regarded  as  the  most  accurate  likenesses  of  that  illustrious  man.    The 

I        gallery  in  which  1  found  them  was  burned  within  a  few  weeks  after  I  left  the  city,  and  the  Great  Fire  which  destroyed 

everything,  occurred  October  9th,  1 87  1 ;  my  negatives  therefore  happily  escaped  destruction  by  either  of  these  disasters. 

These  negatives  were  made  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  (Mr.  Lincoln's  home)  in  June,  1860,  immediately  after  his 

nomination  for  the  Presidency,     Both  negatives  are  good,  not  only  in  an  artistic  and  technical  way;  but  considering 

that  1 860  was  a  quite  early  date  in  the  practice  of  Photography,  they  possess  many  qualities  equal  to  modern  work. 

/  No  other  Portraits  are  so   thoroughly  life-liKe  and  characteristic  of  the  man.       All    that   We 

v^;  know  of  his  great  qualities — sterling  purity,  magnanimity,  christian  benevolence,  heroic  purpose,  boundless  patience, 
^nd  exalted  patriotism — all  these,  united  in  quaint  simplicity,  are  manifest  in  the  expression  of  these  rare  pictures. 

Many  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  surviving  friends— those  who  were  his  constant  associates  through  all  the  years  of 
his  professional  and  political  life — have  unanimously  attested  the  positive  merits  of  these  likenesses,  and  there- 
fore established  their  superiority  over  all  others  as  unrivalled  representations  of  our  Martyr  President. 

From  these  valuable  testimonial-letters  I  give  the  following  extracts : 


Lincoln's  Opinion  —As  given  by  the  artist  who  had  the 
honor  of  photographing  the  coming  President  in  I860;— 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  man  who  did  not  care  for  pictures,  especially  tiis 
own.  He  said  he  could  not  see  why  any  one  wanted  a  picture  of  his  ugly 
face  ;  but  he  would  sit  to  please  them,  if  they  wished  it. 

When  he  saw  the  photograph  I  had  made,  he  said,  "Well,  that  looks 
right,  and  <j'pic.s.5f.«  me  better  than  any  I  have  seen.    If  it  pleases  the  people 
1  am  satisfied.  "^  '^     '^ 
Chicago.  III.,  1895. 

"The  one  man."  says  Col.  McClure,  "who  saw  more  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  all  the  varied  vicissitudes  of  his  life,  from 
early  manhood  to  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency,  was  William 
H.  Herndon,  who  was  his  close  friend  and  law-partner  for  a 
full  score  of  years."  Mr.  Herndon  being  deceased,  his  opinion 
is  furnished  by  his  co-laborer.  Mr.  Jesse  W.  Weik: — 

When  Mr.  Herndon  and  I  were 
Personal  KecoUeelioiis  o/  Abraham  T. 
of  every  photograph  of  the  Great 

when  the  collection  was  placed  before  him,  at  once  rave  the  place  of  honor'to 
your  picture.  He  regarded  it  as  the  most  literal  ami  ehnracteri.-lie  iiurtruit  of 
them  all.  '  He's  a  little  fixed  up,"  he  said  (referring  tothe  somewhat  unusual 
neatness  of  dress),  but  there  is  the  peculiar  curve  of  the  lower  lip,  the  lone 
mole  on  the  right  cheek  and  the  pose  of  the  head  so  essentially  LINCOLNIAN: 
till  other  arttst  hew  ever  eawjht  it." 


ting  the  "His'ari/  aitel 
e  furnished  with  a  copy 


Greencastle.  Ind 


No  name  is  more  closely  associated  with  Lincoln's  early 
history  than  that  of  Hanks  — his  mother's  maiden  name. 
"Nancy  Hanks." 

Dennis  Hanks  emigrated  with  the  Lincoln  family  from 
Indiana  to  Illinois.  He  married  Lincoln's  step-sister.  Elizabeth 
Johnston.  Their  children  inheriting  remarkable  longevity.  1 
have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  their  personal  recollections  of 
"Uncle  Abe."  and  their  approval,  as  follows: — 

Comparing  your  photograph  with  one  presented  to  my  sister  Mrs 
Utiaprnan  m  1  858  by  our  Uncle  Abe,  I  give  the  preference  to  your  No.  1  as 
being  the  triie.st  iiuil  b<:ft  likeness  of  him.  "  '^  -' 

Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Dowling.  fa^ed  821 
Charleston,  III.,  1904. 

This  picture  of  that  dear  uncle  looks  just  like  he  did  the  last  time  1  saw 
him.     I  must  say  it  is  the  baU  picture  I  have  seen. 

Mrs.  Nancy  M.  Shoaff.  faged  801 
Paris,  III..  1902. 

^Abraham  Lincoln's  step-mother.   Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  was  my  grand- 

Grandmother  made  her  home  with  our  family  several  years  and  Mr 
Lincoln  visited  her  frequently.  1  also  lived  with  his  father,  Thomas  Lincoln's 
lamuy  when  a  girl,  and  lived  some  time  with  Mr.  Lincoln's  own  family  in 
Springfield,  III.,  and  of  course  1  knew  him  intimately  all  my  life. 

During  a  visit  in  1858  I  asked  him  for  his  picture;  he  sent  one  to  me. 
framed,  and  wrote  that  it  was  the  .lirst  j,h„t„f,raph  he  ever  had  taken  and  that 
It  was  perhaps  the  best  that  could  be  made  from  such  a  poor  subject. 

.!".  l-^..P'"'i°,S''^P*'  '""'  ."""'■'■"  are  to  me  certainly  the  iiinst  i,ir/eet  aial 

s#f/i,  and  they  fully  recall  the  familiar  face  of  my 

Mrs.  HARRitT  A.  Chapman,  [aged  78] 


moth 


I  if' -HI: 

noble  "lincle  Abe." 


I,  111.,  1896. 


I   regard  vour  photograph 
Ali-aham  l.imofu.     The  gra 
is  more  truly  shown  tha    ' 

Mattoon,  III.,  1901. 


.   __    (1    truthful    reiirrfenlatton   nf  the  wan. 
ind  earnest  expression  he  almost  always  wore, 
in  any  picture  I  have  ever  seen. 

Mrs.  Amanda  Poorman.  [aged  71] 


I  knew  Abraham  Lincoln  from  my  childhood,   in  Illinois.     As  to  your 
picture  of  him,  I  unhesitatingly  pronounce  it  the  mmtiijc-like  and  rtanAiv  1 


Canyonville.  Douglas  Co..  Ore 


John  T.  Hanks,  [aged  76] 
.  1902. 


John  J.  Hali.,  of  Campbell.  111.,  [aged  75]  grandson  of 
Levi  Hall,  who  married  Lincoln's  aunt.  Elizabeth  Hanks,  and 
being  familiar  with  Lincoln's  personality,  gives  this  very  brief 
approval: 


approva 

"  I  consider  your  Lincoln  picture  first  class 


1902. 


General  John  M.  Palmer,   United  States  Senator  from 
Illinois:  — 

.    .      '  saw  much  of  Mr.  Lincoln  "on  the  stump"  and  in  the  Courts:  became 
intimate  with  him,  and  our  intimacy  continued  until  his  death. 

I  know  of  no  better  ante-presidential  picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  than 


yours— and  indeed  there  i 


'.  better. 


1895. 


Major  Henry  C.  Whitney,  ex-pavmaster,  U.  S.  A.,  and 
author  of  that  admirable  work,  "Life  on  the  Circuit  with 
Lincoln": — 

No  one  now  on  earth  knows  how  Abraham  Lincoln  looked  better  than  I 
do.  1  slept  with  him,  walked  with  him,  and  saw  him  in  all  his  moods  and 
tenses. 

Your  negative  gives  by  far  the  the  most  r/raphie,  striking  and  accurate 
j^icfure  of  him  now  Cjc'ant.  I  have  always  so  expressed  myself  respecting  this 
particular  photograph. 

It  shows  him  cvactli/  as  he  looked  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  No 
one  of  his  close  friends  ever  liked  the  whiskers.  Had  he  tried  wearing  them 
"on  the  Circuit"  we  would  not  have  tolerated  it. 

All  of  the  old  set  who  were  Lincoln's  companions,  and  many  still  live, 
will  concur  with  me  concerning  the  wonderful  fidelity  of  your  picture:  it  'S 
beijomi.lisinde.  ^ 

When  Herndon  was  getting  up  his  "  Life  of  Lincoln."  I  sent  him  a  copy 
from  this  same  negative  (which  1  then  obtained  in  Chicagol,  and  he 
this  likeness  as  the  best  of  all  for  his  book— just  as  I  felt  sure  he  would. 

Beachmont,  Mass.,  1893, 


he  chose 


Mrs.  Emily  Todd  Helm,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Lincoln:  — 

The  photograph  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  the 
sion  is  //('  //  *(c^^  I  have  ever  had,  and  is  as  perjlct  as 
any  I  have  ever  had  of  him. 

EUZABETHTOWN.  KV.,    1895. 

Hon.  Joseph  Medill,  former  editor  of  the  Chicago  Tribune. 
and  distinguished  in  the  political  history  of  the  nonhwest,  nat- 
ually  became  the  near  friend  and  had  a  most  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  Mr.  Lincoln:  — 

The  truth  impels  me  to  say  that  your  photograph  of  him,  taken  in  I860. 
is  siijjeriur  in  lu-curaeij  and  fidelili/  to  nature  to  all  the  pictures  of  Lincoln  1 
have  ever  seen.  The  pose  is  perfect,  and  the  eliaravter  of  tin'  man  stands 
rertidrd  in  this  graphic  picture. 

When  you  saved  the  negative  of  this  photograph  from  the  Chicago  Fin 
of  1871  [I'm  did  a  valuable  service. 


1896. 


During  his  visits  to  Chicago,  Mr.  Lincoln's  hotel  was 
always  the  Tremont  House,   corner  of    Lake   and    Dearborn 

Streets,  the  old  firm  being  Gage.  Brother  &  Drake:  — 

Our  Mr.  John  B.  Drake  requests  us  to  say  of  your  photograph  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  that  he  considers  it  prrfvrt,  as  he  remembers  him.  Nothing  could 
add  to  its  fidelity. 

The  Grand  Pacific  Hotel,  Chicago.  1895. 


Gen.  M.  R.  M.  Wallace,  a  conspicuous  lawyer  in  Chi- 
cago, at  whose  office  (Wallace  &  Whitney)  Lincoln  was  accus- 
tomed to  make  his  professional  headquarters  while  in  the  city: 

Your  picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  kindly  sent  me.  is  the  most  faithfallji 
true  to  the  great  and  grand  original  that  has  ever  come  to  my  attention. 

1  knew  him  intimately  when  he  looked  jast  like  that!  1895. 

Hon.  Ly.MAN  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  Secretary  of  State, 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Representative  and  United  States 
Senator,  for  eighteen  years,  knew  Lincoln  thoroughly.  He  sup- 
ported him  in  all  his  anti-slavery  efforts,  and  also  drafted  the 
Fifteeiitli  Amendment  to  the  Constitution: — 

Your  photograph  of  Abraham  Lincoln  brings  vividly  before  me  his  face 


Hon.  Robert  R.  Hitt,  Congressman  from  Illinois,  was 
a  reporter  for  the  Chicago  Tribune,  and  close  companion  of  Lin- 
coln, reporting  his  speeches  during  "The  Great  Debate"  with 
Stephen  A.  Douglas: — 

It  is  a  failhfiil,  (x/dvs.'.'/iv,  fi'ri'ii  jj/c/hr' (jTA/s/iirc.- and  as  far  as  a  bust 
representation  will  allow,  of  his  manner,  in  the  early  part  of  I860  and  the 
preceding  years. 

Washington.  D.  C.  1896. 


Hon.  Carl  Schurz,  of  New  York,  our  eminent  German- 
American,  distinguished  in  oratory,  literature  and  politics:  — 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  you 
have  had  the  kindness  to  send  me. 

I  knew  Mr.  Lincoln  v>rell  at  the  time  when  this  picture  was  taken.  The 
likencie  in  perfret 

No.  16  East  64th  Street.  1895. 

Shelby  M.  Cullo.m,  United  States  Senator  from  Illinois: 

To  make  a  long  ^ory  short,  I  regard  your  photograph  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  thi  rev/  ttest  picture  crtaid,  as  he  was  before  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Washington.  D.  C,  1895. 


inter  of  I  859  very  intimately.     The  last  t 
)  perceptible  change  in  his  features.    '-'"' 


■„;./ 


Hu\.  John  H.w,  Sdcietary  ot  State,  and  CoL.  John  G. 
NicoLAY,  the  distinguished  authors  of  "Abraham  Lincoln — 
A  History,"  first  published  in  The  Centioy  Magazine,  went 
with  Lincoln  to  Washington,  as  his  Private  Secretaries,  and 
"remained  at  his  side  and  in  his  ser\'ice — separately  or  together 
—until  the  day  of  his  death."  Hence  their  competency  to 
judge  concerning  any  likeness  of  him. 

They  selected  my  picture  of  Lincoln  for  the  leading 
PORTRAIT  (frontispiece)  of  their  great  work. 

Horace  White,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  was  also  a  corres- 
pondent for  the  Chicago  Tribune,  accompanying  Lincoln  in  his 
debate  with  Douglas,  and  also  through  the  general  canvas  ot 
1858:- 

The  photograph  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  you  send  me  is  exceedingly 
life-like. 

Indeed.  I  do  nut  see  how  anything  could  be  better!  1895. 

Mr.  Oliver  C.  Fordham,  of  Chicago,  was  honored  with 
the  closest  personal  intimacy,  was  really  a  favorite  of  Lincoln's, 
and  spent  much  time  visiting  him  at  Springfield: — 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  the  best  picture  of  him  I  have 
ever  seen. 

I  knew  Lincoln  i 
saw  him,  in  I860,  ther 
yours  w  tf.c  best  picture  he  crer  hud  tal; 

Major  Whitney's  testimonial  is  correct  in  every  particular. 

No.  24  South  Ada  Street.  1896. 

James  W.  Somers,  a  lawyer,  one  of  Lincoln's  most  inti- 
mate friends  on  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Illinois:  — 

Your  photograph  shows  Lincoln  in  his  best  mood:  with  a  genth  smile 
lighting  up  his  noble,  sympathetic  face:  delineating  every  feature,  every  line  of 
his  countenance,  as  we  were  wont  to  see  it  in  the  early  days  of  I  850-  1  860, 
before  the  cares  and  burdens  of  his  great  office  had  saddened  and  hardened  it: 
and  too.  before  the  growth  of  whiskers  which  hid  from  view  some  of  its  most 
salient  points.  This  picture  is  pre-eminently  the  one  to  recall  to  memory  the 
kindly  features  of  "Honest  Old  Abe." 

Washington,  D.  C,  1894. 

J.  O.  Cunningham,  Esq.,  of  Urbana,  111.,  a  fellow  attor- 
ney:— 

I  unhesitatingly  say  that  this  picture  i>  the  best  ercr  made  of  him.  The 
camera  found  him  in  one  of  his  best  moods,  and  most  faithfully  recorded  it. 

He  looks  here  as  we  so  often  saw  him  through  many  years,  and  before 
politicians  and  rebels  had  vexed  his  soul. 

Most  of  the  pictures  sent  out.  which  pretend  to  delineate  him.  are  the 
merest  caricatures.  1  894. 

Hiram  Beckwith,  Esq.,  of  Danville,  111.,  was  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  Lincoln  Sc  Herndon,  and  thus  had  very 
intimate  relations  with  his  honored  preceptor: — 

To  me  the  likeness  is  ttie  most  miturat  and  sti  iking  of  all  the  hundreds 
I  have  ever  seen. 

Accustomed  as  I  had  been  for  many  years  prior  to  I  861 .  to  Mr.  Lincoln's 

'ithout  a  beard,  and  to  his  genial  face  before  it  was  seamed  with  the 

;  that  overcame  it  later  on.  all  the  subsequent  photographs  of  him  appeared 


ds 


I  took  the  pains  to  show  your  picture  to  a  number  of  his  surviv 
n  Danville  and  neighboring  parts  of  the  county— jurors,  clients,  socials,  etc. 
-and  to  them  it  was  like  a  revelation!  All  of  them  said  it  was  tlie  best.  Iieyond 
til  mmvm-l<:n«  .!90  6. 


Bishop  Charles  H.  Fowler.  D.  D..  LL.  D..  distinguished 
leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  and  whose 
personal  reminiscences  of  Lincoln  are  so  graphic  and 
charming:  — 

I  regard  your  photograph  as  the  best  I  have  seen  of  Mr.  Lincoln  of  the 
olden  days.    According  to  my  best  recollection,  this  is  the  Real  Lincoln. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y..  1899. 


Col.  a.  K.  McClure,  the  distinguished  Philadelphia 
Editor,   and   author  of   "Lincoln  and  Men  of  War  Times": 

Your  photograph  of  Lincoln  is  the  best  picture  of  him  as  he  was  in  1  860 
that  I  have  seen.  I  have  carefully  examined  all  the  pictures  of  Lincoln  that  I 
could  find,  and  1  unhesitatingly  declare  yours  to  be  as  per/eel  as  luissible  of 
Lincoln  at  that  time. 

The  Times  Office,  Phila.,  1892. 

Hon.  James  R.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  ex-United  States 
Senator,  was  President  of  the  historic  "Peace  Convention"  held 
at  Philadelphia  in  1861,  and  one  of  Lincoln's  close  political 
associates:  — 

I  have  received  your  photograph  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
I  was  very  familiar  with  his  features,  and  1  certainly  think  you  have  suc- 
ceeded in  rc^JresCT^/wy /u'w /f;  ^/j/' /.'* 


Hon.  John  M.  Scott,  ex-Chief  Justice  of  Illinois,  whose 
knowledge  of  Lincoln  began  on  the  Circuit  with  him: — 

I  knew  Abraham  Lincoln  well;  and  as  I  now  recall  with  distinctness  his 
features  and  personal  appearance,  1  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  of  all  the  pictures 
I  have  ever  seen  of  him.  the  one  you  have  is  llic  must  ualiind  uud  tij\-lit:r. 

There  is  much  in  it  that  gives  a  pleasant  impression,  and  it  brings  back 
to  us  who  knew  hinn  personally,  a  view  of  Mr.  Lincoln  we  most  like  to  remem- 


ber. 


Bloomington.  1l 


1895. 


Hon.  Justin  S.  Morrill,  United  States  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, now  in  his  forty-third  year  of  consecutive  service  in  Con- 
gress: — 

I  am  glad  to  have  your  photograph  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  After  his  election  to 
the  Presidency  1  became  very  familiar  with  his  face.  Unquestionably  your 
photograph  is  an  accaruJe  representation  of  the  man. 

*  far  — ^^^ ,,  I  ont 


Hon.  Henry  W.  Blodcett,  ex-Senator  of  Illinois,  and 
ex-United  States  District  Judge,  a  lawyer  of  national  reputation, 
was  one  of  Lincoln's  oldest  friends: — 

I  consider  your  picture  the  ttcst  likeness  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  he  looked 
in  1860.  Iliat  has  erer  been  produced. 

1  feel  sure  that  no  ottier  could  better  portray  the  man  as  he  appeared  at 
the  date  of  his  first  nomination.    To  me  it  is  priceless. 

Waukegan,  III.,  1895. 

William  B.  Wilson,  Superintendent,  Mantua  Transfer, 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  Philadelphia:  — 

Your  picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is.  I  think,  the  best  ever  made  of  him, 
notwithstanding  his  face  is  without  the  beard  which  it  had  when  I  knew  him. 

During  the  first  year  of  his  administration  1  had  charge  cf  the  military 
telegraph  office  in  the  War  Department,  to  which  he  came  many  times  daily. 

Your  photograph  seeuis  to  me  to  Itare  been  insiurnt.  1896. 


Daniel  W.  Voorhees,  United  .States  Senatui  uom  In- 
diana:— 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  most  striking  individuality  I  ever  met.  Your 
picture  of  him  is  ttte  very  best  ever  made,  and  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  iinpus- 
silile  to  improve  npnn  it.  Mr.  Lincoln  wore  no  beard  until  after  his  election  to 
the  Presidency,  and  I  always  thought  it  detracted  from  the  greatness  of  his 
wonderful  face. 

I  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a  negative  as  you  have,  and  can 
only  say  that  I  congratulate  the  present  and  future  generations  on  this  preser- 
vation of  Abraham  Lincoln's  face  as  it  was  known  and  appreciated  by  those 
who  knew  him  best  in  the  prime  and  glory  of  his  manhood. 

Teree  Haute.  Ind.,  1895. 

William  Osborn  Stoddard,  whose  "Lives  of  the  Presi- 
dents" made  his  reputation  national,  was  a  Secretary  of  Lin- 
coln's in  the  White  House:  — 

In  my  opinion,  this  picture  of  Lincoln  has  a  peculiar  value  apart  from  its 
umiucxtiiiualile  /litctitii  ii,<  a  likeness:  that  is,  for  comparison  with  the  pictures 
taken  since  I860.  The  beard  which  he  permitted  to  grow  in  1861,  whether 
closely  cut  or  not.  conceals  much  that  many  might  wish  to  study. 

Almost  everybody.  1  think,  would  wish  a  copy  of  this  face  as  it  was  be/ore 
the  lines  and  shadows  were  so  very  deep. 

Madison,  New  Jersey,  1895. 

Leonard  W.  Volk,  Sculptor,  whose  fame  is  specially 
associated  with  his  statues  of  Lincoln  from  life:  — 

At  the  time  your  negative  was  made.  1 860.  1  had  a  print  from  it.  Con- 
sidering that  photography  was  little  understood  in  the  West  at  that  time  com- 
p.ired  with  the  present,  I  regard  yours  as  a  most  crceUenl  likeness:  well  timed, 
with  good  modeling  and  development. 

Douglas  monument  Square,  Chicago,  1895. 


David  Quigc,  Esq.,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Chicago,  who 

knew  Lincoln  well: — 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  photograph  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
I  became  acquainted  with  him  in   1855.  and  met  him  quite  frequently 
socially  and  professionally,  for  several  years. 

1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  picture  sent  me  is  the  best  and 


mM  sati.yactury  likcncis  of  him  1  ha 


-  seen 


BORDEN  Block.  Chicago,  1895. 


Mr.  Noah  Brooks,  author  of  "American  Statesmen," 
"Washington  in  Lincoln's  Time,"  and  contributor  of  Lincoln- 

iana  to  The  Century  Magazine: — 

I  knew  Abraham  Lincoln  with  some  degree  of  intimacy  from  1  855  until 
the  day  of  his  death;  and  the  photograph  which  you  have  made  from  your  own 
original  negative  appears  to  me  as  ttte  only  lifelike  picture  of  "Lincoln  before 
the  War"  that  I  have  ever  seen. 

New  YORK,  No,  ID.  E,  28th  St..  1896. 

Hon.  Clark  E.  Carr,  Lincoln's  Minister  to  Denmark, 
and  a  fully  competent  judge  of  Lincoln  portraiture:  — 


Mr.  T.  H.  Bartlett,  of  Boston,  Sculptor  and  Art-Lec- 
turer, who  has  devoted  many  years  to  the  collection  and  study 
of  Lincoln  portraits: — 

I  am  very  glad  to  give  you  my  estimate  of  your  photograph  of  Lincoln, 
after  studying  Lincoln  portraits  for  twenty-four  years,  and  comparing  it  with 
dozens  of  different  ones,  from  the  first  one  taken  to  the  last. 
— -  -  'T'o  ific  it  is  tiic  musi  (luuiaii  ai.J  a^p.oa^iidblc  Oi.e  ',  kuow  of-.-  It  is  price- 
less and  worth  its  weight  in  diamonds.  It  is  indeed  a  beautiful  and  truthful 
reprcseuta'iin  of  ttte  man — before  Lincoln  wore  a  beard. 

Boston.  Mass.,  1892. 

Charles  "Carleton"  Coffin,  the  renowned  Civil  War 
Correspondent,  1861-5,  and  author  of  "A  Life  of  Lincoln": — 

It  was  my  privilege  to  make  Mr.  Lincoln's  acquaintance  the  day  after 
his  nomination,  in  his  own  home,  at  Springfield.  111. 

Your  picture  represents  him  faithfully;  his  face  smoothly  shaven,  his 
hair  disheveled,  his  countenance  expressive  of  firmness  of  character,  yet  inde- 
scribably fascinating  by  its  amiability  and  kindness.  I  also  met  him  frequently 
during  his  Presidential  term,  and  walked  with  him  through  the  streets  of 
burning  Richmond 

This  portrait  is  beyond  question  an  invaluable  representation  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

81  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston.  Mass..  1893. 


Mr.  Osborn  H.  Oldroyd,  proprietor  of  the  "Lincoln 
Memorial  Collection,"  now  exhibited  in  the  house  in  which  the 
Martyr  President  died,  and  compiler  of  that  treasury  of  patriotic 
wisdom  and  practical  sense,   "The  Words  of  Lincoln":  — 

I  can  easily  understand  why  people  should  prefer  it  above  all  others,  for 
it  is  decideillii  itw  /ira/  likeness  of  our  lamented  War  President  ever  taken. 

This  is  the  voluntary  and  iiiia:iimous  oijinion  of  all  his  nldfnends  who 
have  seen  it  here,  and  at  his  old  home  in  Springfield,  111.,  where  1  formerly 
lived. 

It  girrs  the  unii/ur  chnractir  of  his  face  so  much  better  than  any  other, 
and  its  whole  expression  is  marvelously  like  what  the  people  of  Illinois  were 

accustomed  to  see,  ^       

■Washington.  D.  C.  1897. 

Henry  Watterson,  Esq.,  Kentucky's  eminent  journalist 
and  political  leader:  — 

I  regard  your  photograph  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  manylways.  as  one  of 
the  most  life-like  pictures  extant.  Excepting  the  whiskers,  which  he  allowed 
to  grow  after  this  was  taken,  it  is  mn.il  true  to  nature  and  tlie  man.  In  artistic 
workmanship  it  could  not  be  surpassed, 

I  shall  hold  it  among  many  memorials  of  the  dead  President  in  my 
possession  as  on.'»  of  the  most  valuable, 

Coukier-Journal  Co.,  Louisville.  Kv..  1897. 

Hon.  Jaiijes  F.  Hughes.  Judge  of  City  Court.  Mattoon.  111.: 

Your  No  2  would  be  a  wonderful  likeness  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  not 

the  No.  I  stitl  more  wonderful!    How  amazingly  perfect  and  life-like  it  isl    You 

deserve  the  thanks  of  the  Nation  for  rescuing  these  from  oblivion.    I  think  it 

would  be  difficult  to  add  anything  to  your  magnificent  testimonials. 


Gen.  John  H.  Littlefield,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  another 
law-student  under  Lincoln: — 

Your  photograph  calls  to  my  mind  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
the  expression  I  often  observed  him  to  have  before  the  burdens  of  the  Nation 
wore  so  heavily  upon  him.  '  9°  '  • 

I.  W.  TiMMONS.  M.  D.,  of  Winona,  Minn.,  was  familar  with 
Lincoln's  personality,  and  witnessed  much  of  his  life  as  lawyer 
and  politician:  — 

Your  photographs  are  both  good,  and  no  doubt  the  best 
For  myself,  however,  I  prefer  the  front  viev 
recalls  him  to  me.     It  is  Lincntn!  without  a 
thought  of  posing  for  effect. 


f— No.  2— as  the 
ny  of  the  frills.  ; 


sxistence. 
fhich  best 
thout  any 


,  Illinois.  1903, 
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